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Canarias episode* That makes four gross inaccuracies.
One tires of counting. But again, there is nothing
astonishing in them. Neither the Royal Navy nor
the British Consul has ever seen the guns of Bilbao,
or possessed any information about them whatso-
ever. They had not even seen half the batteries in
action; they knew neither iheir calibre, nor their
number, nor, except the Punta de Galea, their em-
placement.

Thus the Government case rested upon two major
misstaternents of the truth, that there were mines in
Bilbao territorial waters, and that this three-mile
stretch could not be protected by Bilbao coastal
batteries.1

This quotation is given at length as it bears out the
experience of those who have worked in eastern Spain*
Over and over again the British public have been fobbed
off with garbled versions of events, so coloured as to
suit the Government's general policy of making an
insurgent victory inevitable. The blocking of the
northern ports certainly hastened the clearing up of the
Basque and Asturian provinces. The small government
forces fought as long as they could against overwhelming
odds, and the civil population stood by them until as
many as possible, following their old traditions, took
to the sea and escaped to France.

The refugee movement out of the northern enclave
is easier to understand, but was even more remarkable
than the peasant movements earlier in the war. The
Asturian miner had suffered from Foreign Legions,
Moors and military 'justice* during and after the rising
of 1933. He fought bravely and hopelessly. - Where
1 G. L. Steer. The Tree of Gernika, 192.